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Executive Summary Template for Systematic Reviews  

 
From: Joanna Briggs International Reviewer’s Manual, Guidelines for Executive Summary 
https://wiki.joannabriggs.org/display/MANUAL/4.3.3+Executive+summary 

The executive summary should be a comprehensive yet concise summary of the purpose, scope, methods, 
findings and implications of the systematic review. It should contain no abbreviations or references, be 
limited to 500 words and accurately reflect the review content. The executive summary includes the 
following headings: 

Background 

Objectives 

Inclusion criteria 

• Participants 
• Intervention or Phenomena of interest 
• Context or Consequences 
• Types of text and opinion papers 

Search strategy 

Methodological quality 

Data collection 

Data synthesis 

Results 

Conclusions 

Implications for practice*   

Implications for research 

Keywords 

Summary of findings table 

* Includes practice, systems, policy, and economics 

 


