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CURRICULUM VITA







Debra Hollingsworth Pratt
djpratt@pnw.edu
23 Bittersweet Lane, Ogden Dunes, IN  46368
219-263-9760
Current Academic Rank Held at Purdue University Northwest 

· Continuing Lecturer of Education, May, 2003 – present
Academic Degrees Earned 
· M.S.
Education, Purdue University, Westville, IN, May, 1999

· B.S. 
Education, Indiana University, Gary, IN, August, 1993

· A.S. 
Science, Thornton Community College, Harvey, IL, June, 1986
Licenses and Certifications

Teaching Licenses:

· State of Indiana Teacher’s License, General Elementary, kindergarten (K-6, 7/8 non departmentalized) #1475672
Other Academic Appointments 

Purdue University North Central 
Visiting Lecturer of Education, Education Department



August, 2002 – May, 2003
Adjunct Instructor, Education Department, August, 2000 – May, 2002

Master Teacher, Education Department, August 1999 – May 2000
PreK – 12 Teaching Experiences
· Kindergarten Teacher, Westville Elementary School, Westville, IN, 1993-2002

· Instructional Assistant (Special Education), Taft Elementary School, Harvey, IL, 1985-1990
Memberships in Academic, Professional, and Scholarly Organizations  
· The American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education
· National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators
· TESOL

· INTESOL  
· The National Association for the Education of the Young Child

· Indiana Association for the Education of the Young Child

· Dunes Chapter for the Indiana Association for the Education of the Young Child
· Kappa Delta Pi International Honor Society

Courses Taught
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

· EDPS 23600:  Developmental Theory and Practice
An overview of theoretical perspectives on the developing child will serve as a foundation for examining current practices in early childhood education settings from birth through age eight.
· EDST 27000:  Early Childhood Education
An introduction to the field of early childhood care and education including career options and variety of early childhood settings. The history, philosophy, current trends and issues of early childhood will be explored. Students will have opportunities to observe children and interact with early childhood professionals. 

· EDPS 27700:  Guiding and Nurturing the Young Child
Students will explore the connection between developmental needs of young children and best practices for guidance.  Methods for management in early care and education settings to promote pro-social behaviors.
· EDPS 27500:  Observation, Assessment, and Documentation

The focus of this course is on the methods and tools used for child study to create positive learning environments that foster children’s development. Students explore the purpose and benefits of assessment. Examine and apply the use of systematic observations, documentation, and other effective assessment strategies. Includes an in-depth case study.

· EDST 27600:  Young Children with Exceptional Needs

The identification of young children’s exceptional needs. Study of various developmental challenges and characteristics with a focus on early intervention with resources and referrals. Strategies for adapting early care and education settings for all children and families to ensure education in inclusive settings. Use of the Division for Early Childhood of the Council of Exceptional Children guidelines.
· HK 27200:  Health, Safety, & Nutrition for Young Children

This course will explore the health and safety needs of young children as incorporated in early childhood care and education settings. Students will examine the connection between proper nutrition, health and child development. There will be an introduction to community resources available for promoting healthy development including methods and materials for sharing health, safety and nutrition information with children and families.  
· EDCI 27300:  Health, Safety, & Nutrition for Young Children

This course will explore the health and safety needs of young children as incorporated in early childhood care and education settings. Students will examine the connection between proper nutrition, health and child development. There will be an introduction to community resources available for promoting healthy development including methods and materials for sharing health, safety and nutrition information with children and families.    
· EDCI 32200:  English for New Language Learners
This is a teacher education course that focuses on English as a New Language (ENL) key terms, issues, curriculum development, and instruction for students (PreK-12) in a variety of language and program settings.  The course will emphasize language acquisition and the practice of integrating language and content instruction for students with English as a New Language.
· EDCI 37100:  Creative and Affective Domains

Presentation of methods focusing on teaching and learning, curriculum, and assessment in the areas of art, play, physical education/movement, music, drama, and social-emotional development. Focus on integrative nature of the early childhood classroom addressing social-emotional development, creativity, and the learning environment.  
· EDCI 37300:  Expressive Arts/Social Studies in Kdg. and Primary Grades
Explores the concepts and modes of inquiry from the social studies, including history, geography, social sciences and related areas to foster kindergarten and primary children’s understanding.  Focus on integration of curriculum including the arts as a means of communication and inquiry.  Examine methods and materials for presenting the content.
· EDCI 37400:  Science and Math in Kindergarten and Primary 

This course explores methods and materials for inquiry in the content areas of science including physical, life, earth and space. Explore methods and materials for fostering conceptual development in the areas of mathematics including number, geometry, measurement, statistics and probability, and algebraic reasoning. Focus on the process of inquiry and problem-solving to construct knowledge.
· EDCI 47000:  Practicum and Seminar in Early Childhood Education
The practicum experience is an 8-week placement during which the candidate will be placed in an early childhood setting to serve as an apprentice to a master teacher for 4 half days each week. The candidate will have supervised experience in planning and implementing curriculum, observing and documenting assessments, and interacting with children, family, community resources and early childhood professionals. Candidates will participate in online seminars where they will discuss, analyze and synthesize their experience in the early childhood setting. The practicum is the student teaching experience in a prekindergarten setting. The practical experience is complemented with an online seminar with a focus on issues of guidance and discipline, cultural diversity, the early childhood profession and family engagement.
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION

· EDST 20000:  History and Philosophy of Education

How history and philosophy have informed school organization, curriculum, and teaching practice.  Students develop their own philosophies of teaching.  Conflicting demands placed upon schools.  Issues of race, class, and gender inform debates over school purposes and practices.
· EDPS 23500:  Motivation and Learning 

This course introduces basic concepts of learning and motivation for the classroom teacher.  The influence of development, culture, and classroom contexts on learning and motivation are examined.  The uses of assessment and technology in promoting learning and motivation are addressed.  This course is taken concurrently with EDPS 265, The Inclusive Classroom.
· EDPS 26000:  Introduction to Special Education
A survey of the field of special education including foundations, areas of exceptionality, teaching strategies, and current issues and trends. The purpose of this course is to introduce and familiarize students with individuals who have learning, behavioral, sensory, and physical differences. Learning and social characteristics of individuals with exceptionalities will be examined. Issues specific to the families of these individuals will also be explored.
· EDPS 26500:  The Inclusive Classroom
This course addresses characteristics of students with exceptional needs/talents and strategies for helping these students learn and develop in general education settings.  Emphasis is placed on research evidence, case studies, problem-based learning, and development of a plan for an inclusive classroom.  This course includes a service learning project and is taken concurrently with EDPS 235, Learning and Motivation.
· EDCI 32200:  English for New Language Learners
This is a teacher education course that focuses on English as a New Language (ENL) key terms, issues, curriculum development, and instruction for students (PreK-12) in a variety of language and program settings.  The course will emphasize language acquisition and the practice of integrating language and content instruction for students with English as a New Language.

· EDCI 35500:  Teaching and Learning in K-12 Classrooms
Acquaints students with general methods of promoting the learning process in the K-12 secondary school. Topics studied will include long-term and short-term instructional planning and evaluation; classroom organization including management, motivation of students, the use of media to promote instructional objectives; and individual and group learning procedures. Students will also study how curriculum goals are adapted and implemented in the secondary classroom.
· EDPS 43000:  Creating and Managing Learning Environments

This course develops skills in classroom organization and management. It includes theories of classroom discipline, interpersonal skills, administrative aspects of teaching, working with families, and building support networks.
· EDCI 46600:  Integrated Curriculum

This course includes investigation of various approaches to integrated curriculum, exploration of historical foundations and current developments in education.  Teacher candidates learn to develop integrated curriculum units using models that include understanding student development as a basis for relevant goals and objectives, assessments, learning activities, and resources for various teaching contexts.
· EDCI 47600:  Student Teaching

Student Teaching is a 16-week placement in an elementary setting. The candidate will have supervised experience in planning and implementing curriculum, observing and documenting assessments, and interacting with children, family, community resources and educational professionals. Candidates will participate in seminars where they will discuss, analyze and synthesize their experience in the classroom setting. 
Professional Development Activities
Professional Development for Continuous Learning

· Generation Z Goes to College book club. Purdue University Northwest (October-December 2019)

· 2019 Midwest edTPA Conference: Centering Diversity, Equity, and Culturally Sustaining Pedagogies. Iowa City, IA (September 13, 2019)

· Be GLAD Training. Online (July 2019-December 2019)

· Association of College and University Educators (ACUE): Participated in an online professional development course in effective teaching practices. Online (May 2018-April 2019)
· Indiana Early Childhood Higher Education Summit:  WIDA Early Years:  Better Supports for Young Dual Language Learners through Better Informed Early Childhood Educators, Indianapolis, IN (9/21/2018)

· Participated in online webinar Professionalizing Early Childhood Education as a Field of (12/1/17)

· Higher Ed Forum Northern Regional Meeting-Preparing Early Educators to Meet the Needs of Dual-Language Learners (11/10/2017)

· Indiana Early Childhood Higher Education Summit (9/15/2017)

· Co planned and Implemented Childhood Conversations (October-November 2017)

· Mentor for the PNW Faculty Mentorship Program (Fall/Spring 2017)

· City Area Schools kindergarten teacher and Head Start Teachers - Project BUILD School Readiness Building Understanding in Learning and Development (June 30, 2017)

· Professional Development for Early Childhood Professionals

· Project BUILD School Readiness Building Understanding in Learning and Development. A workshop for City Area Schools kindergarten teacher and Head Start Teachers – (June 30, 2017)

· Invited Instructor for the IAEYC’s Childhood Development Associate course (Spring 2017)

· Childhood Development Associate (CDA) Instructor for Indiana AEYC (Spring 2017)
Consultant
· Advisor to the CDA Candidates (Spring 2019)
· Mentor for the PNW Faculty Mentorship Program (Fall/Spring 2017)
Professional Development for Early Childhood Professionals

· Project BUILD School Readiness Building Understanding in Learning and Development. A workshop for City Area Schools kindergarten teacher and Head Start Teachers – (June 30, 2017)

· Co planned and Implemented Childhood Conversations (October-November 2017)

· Invited Instructor for the IAEYC’s Childhood Development Associate course (Spring 2017)
School /College Committees
· Chair of the Student Affairs Committee

· Co-Chair of PNW's Center for Early Learning Annual Early Childhood Conference 

· Member: Assistant Professor of Special Education: Early Childhood/Early Intervention Search Committee

· Member: School of Education and Counseling (SoEC) Committee

· Member: SoEC Student Affairs Committee 

· Member: CAEP Standard 2: Clinical Partnerships and Practice
· Member: SoEC Methods and Clinical Courses and Faculty Work Load 
· Member: SoEC SpEd/ECEd Faculty Search Committee
Community Involvement Initiatives
· ACUE Facilitator for PNW Cohort (August 2019-March 2020)
· Purdue University Northwest Center for Faculty Excellence Book Club Co-Facilitator
· Director of Children’s Ministry (birth to 8) at South Haven Church of the Nazarene (November 2018-present)

· United Way Kindergarten Readiness Camp:  Served as an evaluator for pre-kindergarten children at Aylesworth Elementary School, Portage, IN (June 2018)

· Serve on the Westville Little School Partnership Committee (ONGOING)

· Presented with Edgewood Elementary Principal Peggy Thomas at the Michigan City Area Schools Board of Trustees Meeting (1/31/2017)

· Attended All in 4 Pre-K Success Starts Early Breakfast (2/3/2017) 

· Junior Achievement Instructor (March-May 2017)

· Invited to serve as an evaluator for the Next Generation Hoosier Educators Scholarship (3/25/2017) 

· PNW Representative at the Ivy Tech Early Childhood Career Fair (4/27/2017)

· Pilot Study for SoEC's EPP Signature Assessment (Dispositions and Professional Behaviors) (October 2017)

· Evaluator of the ECERS-3 for the Westville Little School (November 2017)

· Ogden Dunes Summer Camp:  Organized, supervised and taught summer camp for 3-8 year old’s (June-August 2017) 

Presentations

Pratt, D.J., Pratt, D.M. (November 2019). The Keys for Engaging ELL’s Families INTESOL Conference, Indianapolis, IN 

Pratt, D.J. (November 2019). Before You Go. Purdue University Northwest Celebration of Teaching Excellence, Hammond, IN 
Pratt, D.J., Pratt, D.M. (October 2019). Building Relationships with Multilingual Families through Observation, Documentation and Assessment. WIDA annual conference, Providence, RI 

Pratt, D.J. (March, 2019). Multilingual Learners & Executive Functions.  Proposal submitted for the Indiana Association for the Education of Young Children annual conference, Indianapolis, IN 

Pratt, D.J. (October, 2018). Preparing the Workforce: Teacher Education and Professional Learning for the Early Years. Presentation for the annual WIDA Conference, Detroit, Michigan
Pratt, D.J. (April, 2018). The Weird Case Where One Size Fits ALL. Presentation for PNC’s 12th Annual Early Childhood Conference, Westville, IN. 

Invited Presentations
East Noble School Corporation, Implicit Bias Training. Scheduled for January 2020. Noblesville, IN
Geminus Head Start, Play & Observation of Young Children. November 2018, Merrillville, IN.

Childcare Homes, Observation & Assessment of Young Children. December 2018, Merrillville, IN.
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